440                                  Ccesar
his fortunes, but what those fortunes were to be was all unceitain Asia had seemed devoted to him To what part of it should he go ? To Cilicia ? to Syria ? to Aimema? To Paithia? For even Parthia was thought of Unhappily the repoit of Pharsalia had flown before him, and tbe vaue of sentiment had every-wheie veeied round. The JEgean islands begged him politely not to compromise them by his presence He touched at Rhodes Lentulus, flying from the battlefield, had tried Rhodes before him, and had been requested to pass on upon his way Lentulus was said to be gone to Egypt Polite to Pompey the Rhodians were, but perhaps he was generously unwilling to involve them in trouble in his behalf He went on to Cilicia, the scene of his old glory m the pirate wars There he had meant to land and take refuge either with the Parthians or with one of the allied punces But in Cilicia he heaid that Antioch h.id declared for Caesar Allies and subjects, as fai as he could leain, were all for Csesar Egypt, whither Lentulus had gone, appeared the only place where he could surely calculate on being welcome Ptolemy the Piper, the occasion of so much scandal, was no longer living, but he owed the recovery of his throne to Pompey Gabimus had left a few thousand of Pompey's old soldiers at Alexandria to protect him against his subjects These men had married Egyptian wives and had adopted Egyptian habits, but they could not have forgotten their old geneial They weie acting as guaids at present to Ptolemy's four childiun, two guls, Cleopatia, and Arsinoe, and two boys, each called Ptolemy The father had bequeathed the ciown to the two elder ones, Cleopatra, who was tuined sixteen, and a brother two years